
ACTIONS

 Join up with others who want to keep power prices   

 fair, and who want to stop the sale of energy assets

 Write to your MP to support a halt on asset sales  until Māori  

 interests are clarified and settled

 Many people in Auckland are switching away from   

 Mercury Energy – which is owned by Mighty River Power. 

For a guide on writing a letter see the Public Questions Wellsprings resource at: 

www.methodist.org.nz/public_questions_network

It was God who opened up springs and streams.
 Psalm 74
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Asset Sales will mean: 
Hardship for families

Asset sales will make the price of electricity go up. The main 

purpose of power companies is to generate profit.

 Energy hardship lies ahead for many families.

Inequality will increase between those who can afford power and 

those who cannot.

Effects of energy prices:

•	 Much more hardship for Pasifika families

•	 More pressures on whanau with low incomes

•	 Health – cold houses causing illness and death

•	 Food – many people pay their power bills before buying 

healthy food

•	 Exclusion from information through limiting access to Internet

•	 Likely increase in rates from higher power costs for Councils

•	 More pressure on family budgets

A Stewardship Approach

With a stewardship approach we can shift the argument about the 

right to own, to the responsibility to care for water so that future 

generations are assured of access to water. 

Questions about Stewardship and Profit

Do government and private companies have a responsibility to 

provide electricity at a fair price? 

Does stewardship apply to the commitment of companies to make 

profits?  

How can we contribute to stewardship of water resources and 

sustainable power generation? 

Where energy bills are causing hardship and harm, what can people 

do? Which agencies are responsible?

The pricing of power is now tied to profit, not to providing a service. 

Trade agreements protect profits for investment. The TPPA will lock in 

regulations for profit and even allow companies to sue States which 

have regulations to keep prices down for essential services. What are 

the likely effects for power supply, food, health and environment?

If water is part of property, including Māori property, are power 

companies entitled to have water for free?

Māori Values, Water and State Assets

The Waitangi Tribunal claim for Māori interests in water reminds 

us that water, is a taonga, guaranteed to Māori. If Mighty River 

Power is sold Māori will not be able to pursue their claim against 

private investors.

The Prime Minister says water cannot be owned but government 

allocates the right to use water. Those who have an allocation 

effectively own the water they take and use. 

Māori Interests in kaitiakitanga are for use and care of water 

for the benefit of people now and in the future.  Some Māori 

interests are commercial and include the prospect of owning 

power assets. 

Action: Halt the sale of Mighty River Power until Māori interests 

are settled

Benefits to Investors

Asset sales are about giving the best deal to investors and 

shareholders.

The price of electricity used be guided by what is fair and 

sustainable. In 2010 this was taken out of the regulations. 

Private power generation is not about an essential service. It is 

for commercial gain and economic growth

Ka hoki te waiora ki te ao ano
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